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III SCHISTOSE (METAMORPHIC).

In this section is comprised a series of rocks most of which present a
remarkable system of divisional planes that are not original but have been
superinduced upon them. At the one end stand rocks which are unmis-
takably of sedimentary origin, for their original clastic structure and
bedding can often be distinctly seen, and they also sometimes contain
organic remains similar to those found in ordinary unaltered sedimentary
strata. At the other end come coarsely crystalline masses, which in
many respects resemble granite, and the original character of which is not
obvious. An apparently unbroken gradation can be traced between these
extremes, and the series was termed by Lyell " metamorphic " from the
changed form in which its members are believed now to appear. In the
earlier stages the change has taken the form of cleavage, as in ordinary
slate. Even in slate, however, as already remarked (p. 171), a beginning
may be detected in the development of crystalline particles, and the
crystalline re-arrangement may be traced in constantly advancing pro-
gression until the whole mass has become crystalline, and forms what
is known as a schist.

Fig. 84.~Profile of a piece of Gneiss, showing the lenticular character of its folia natural to
(B. N. Peach.)
^ The Crystalline Schists, properly so called, constitute a well-defined
series of rocks They are mainly composed of silicates. Their structure
is crystalline, but is distinguished from that of the Eruptive or Massive
rocks by its more or less closely parallel layers or folia, consisting of